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First para of BPfA - an “agenda for women’s empowerment”  
 

“Women’s empowerment and their full participation on the basis of equality in all spheres of society, 
including participation in the decision-making process and access to power, are fundamental for the 

achievement of equality, development and peace (Beijing Declaration, para. 13) 
 

 “Equality between women and men is a matter of human rights and a condition for social justice and  is 
also a necessary and fundamental prerequisite for equality, development and peace (Platform for Action, 

para.1) 

 

 

Subject: 65CSW – CSO integrating the delegation of the European Commission 

 

 

Dear Commissioner Helena Dalli, 

The sixty-fifth session of the Commission on the Status of Women is taking place from 15 to 26 March                   
2021. It takes stock of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the most the progressive agenda to                  
date on women’s empowerment. This is the largest UN gathering after the General Assembly, a political                
process at global level pushed by Women’s Organizations . 
 
As you know, the Human Rights of more than half of the population were only acknowledged in                 
1993 at the Vienna Conference on Human Rights, merely 28 years ago. The Beijing Declaration and                
Platform for Action was only adopted in 1995, merely 25 years ago. This is an unfinished agenda                 
worldwide and in the EU. 
 



To ensure the full implementation of all 12 critical areas of concern of the BPfA there is a broad                   
consensus that the full engagement of a strong women’s civil society is the key factor .               
Unfortunately, after 25 years there are no resources and sustainable funding to women’s organisations              
both in and outside the EU, at a time when everyone acknowledges that a strong women’s civil society is                   
crucial to ensure progress in women’s rights to date is not rolled back, now even more in light of the                    
disastrous consequences for women of the COVID-19 pandemic. Political and financial support is needed              
to ensure the participation and full impact of women’s organisations within the CSW65 and              
Generation Equality processes around Beijing+25 . 
 
Violence against women, a pervasive feature in all countries , but only visible and openly              
acknowledged by the international community in the last decades, is a concerning trend worldwide,              
despite the commitments made by States within the Strategic Objective D of the BpFA.  
 
Para 113 of BPfA defines "violence against women" as any act of gender-based violence that results in,                 
or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of                  
such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life. 
 
Prostitution, as you are certainly are aware of, is one of the many forms of violence against                 
women that the BPfA refers to in the Strategic Objective D – Violence against women, and also in                  
Strategic Objective L – The girl child. 
 

39. The girl child of today is the woman of tomorrow. (…). They are often subjected to various forms                   
of sexual and economic exploitation, paedophilia, forced prostitution (…) 
 
93. (…) Adolescent girls are both biologically and psychosocially more vulnerable than boys to              
sexual abuse, violence and prostitution, and to the consequences of unprotected and premature             
sexual relations. (….). Young men are often not educated to respect women’s self-determination             
(…) 
 
122. The effective suppression of trafficking in women and girls for the sex trade is a matter of                  
pressing international concern. Implementation of the 1949 Convention for the Suppression of the             
Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others, as well as other relevant                 
instruments, needs to be reviewed and strengthened. The use of women in international prostitution              
and trafficking networks has become a major focus of international organized crime. (…) 
 
Take appropriate measures to address the root factors, including external factors, that encourage             
trafficking in women and girls for prostitution and other forms of commercialized sex, forced              
marriages and forced labour in order to eliminate trafficking in women, including by strengthening              
existing legislation with a view to providing better protection of the rights of women and girls and to                  
punishing the perpetrators, through both criminal and civil measures; 
 
231. (n) Strengthen the implementation of all relevant human rights instruments in order to combat               
and eliminate, including through international cooperation, organized and other forms of trafficking            
in women and children, including trafficking for the purposes of sexual exploitation, pornography,             
prostitution and sex tourism, and provide legal and social services to the victims; this should include                
provisions for international cooperation to prosecute and punish those responsible for organized            
exploitation of women and children; 

 
Additionally,  



 
Article 83 TFEU (ex Article 31 TEU) states: 
 

The European Parliament and the Council may, by means of directives adopted in accordance with               
the ordinary legislative procedure, establish minimum rules concerning the definition of criminal            
offences and sanctions in the areas of particularly serious crime with a cross-border dimension              
resulting from the nature or impact of such offences or from a special need to combat them on a                   
common basis. 
 
These areas of crime are the following: terro rism, trafficking in human beings and sexual              
exploitation of women and children, illicit drug trafficking, illicit a rms trafficking, money laundering,             
corruption, counterfeiting of means of payment, computer crime and organised crime. 

 
Whereas the new EU Strategy on Gender Equality states: 
 

Women and girls form the vast majority of victims of trafficking in human beings, both in and outside                  
the EU, and are mostly trafficked for the purposes of sexual exploitation. The EU addresses               
trafficking in human beings comprehensively through coordination in all relevant areas. Countering            
impunity of users, exploiters and profit-makers is a priority. 

 
For this reason we, the undersigned organisations, are writing to you today with a great concern, as we                  
took knowledge that in the EU CSO delegation, one of the five organisations selected by the                
European Commission is a global advocate for decriminalisation of all aspects of the sex trade,               
including pimping and buyers of sex acts, CREA 1 .  
 
This is particularly concerning in light of the recent Resolution of the European Parliament on Gender                
Equality which emphasises that, 
 

J. (…) Member States need to design their social and economic policies in such a way as to help                   
vulnerable women and girls to leave prostitution (…) 
 
K. (…) prostitution, trafficking in persons, particularly women and children, for sexual exploitation is              
a form of slavery and incompatible with human dignity, particularly in countries where the sex               
industry has been legalised; whereas, as a result of the increase in organised crime and its                
profitability, human trafficking is on the rise around the world; whereas the prostitution market fuels               
the trafficking of women and children and exacerbates violence against them, particularly in             
countries where the sex industry has been legalised (…)  

 
And  
 

32. Urges the Commission to present the long-awaited EU strategy on the eradication of trafficking               
in human beings and underlines the need for a clear recognition of the gendered nature of human                 
trafficking and sexual exploitation, where women and girls are the most affected; acknowledges that              
sexual exploitation for surrogacy and reproductive purposes or purposes such as forced marriages,             
prostitution and pornography is unacceptable and a violation of human dignity and human rights;              
requests, therefore, that the strategy look closely at the situation of women in prostitution, with a                

1 https://creaworld.org/contact/ 

 



special focus on the link between prostitution and the trafficking of women and minors, in the EU                 
and worldwide. 
 

  
Additionally, with regards to migrant women, the European Parliament Resolution on Sexual Exploitation             
and Prostitution and Gender Equality 
 

35. Condemns any policy attempt or discourse based on the notion that prostitution can be a 
solution for migrant women in Europe. 

 
 
We find it very difficult to understand that the delegation representing women's rights in Europe               
includes a New York/Delhi based group that advocates for the normalisation and sanitisation of              
prostitution2 which, according to the European values, principles and resolutions, constitutes a            
form of violence against women and girls globally, and, in particular, an organisation that              
advocates for the promotion of prostitution as a way out of poverty for migrant women3 .   
 
Considering the European Union’s priorities and commitments on prostitution, sexual exploitation and            
trafficking in women and girls, we would have expected the EU CSW delegation to include, instead, one                 
of the survivor-led organisations, such as SPACE International 4 many of which members are located in               
Europe and represent the interests and voices of the women exploited in and/or exited from prostitution.  
 
This is all the more shocking as last November 2020, the CEDAW Committee adopted its General                
Recommendation 38, which focuses on Article 6 of the Convention. This article deals with the issues                
of trafficking and prostitution and refers in particular: 
 
Article 6 
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to suppress all forms of traffic 
in women and exploitation of prostitution of women. 
 
As you certainly are aware of, the General Recommendations are interpretative and recommendatory             
texts that make explicit the provisions of CEDAW and that point out the legal implications and political                 
responsibilities that States that have ratified the Convention must take into account. 

Given this context, we are writing to you as women’s human rights organisations from all over                
Europe requesting clarification on the criteria and process underlying the selection of CSOs             
integrating the delegation of the European Commission and we look forward to hearing from you               
soon. 

 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  

2 https://www.facebook.com/CREAworld.org/photos/5519634571395383 

 
3 https://www.facebook.com/CREAworld.org/photos/5523528514339322 

 
4  https://www.spaceintl.org 

 



 
 
European signatories  
___________________ 

1000 Opportunities/1000 Möjligheter (Sweden) 

ACEGIS - Associação para a Cidadania, Empreendedorismo, Género e Inovação Social (Portugal) 

Accord de Femmes Monde (France) 

ADP – Aliança para a Democracia Paritária (Portugal) 

AFL – Assembleia Feminista de Lisboa (Portugal) 

Agarrar Exemplos - Associação e Desenvolvimento e Promoção das Comunidades Ciganas (Portugal) 

Agrupacion de Madrid del Forum de Politica Feminista (Spain) 

AMCDP – Associação das Mulheres Caboverdeanas na Diáspora em Portugal (Portugal) 

AMCV – Associação de Mulheres Contra a Violência (Portugal) 

AMONET - Associação Portuguesa de Mulheres Cientistas (Portugal) 

AMUCIP – Associação para o Desenvolvimento das Mulheres Ciganas Portuguesas (Portugal) 

APC – Associação Projecto Criar (Portugal) 

APEM – Associação Portuguesa de Estudos sobre as Mulheres (Portugal) 

APMD – Associação Portuguesa Mulher e Desporto (Portugal) 

APMJ - Associação Portuguesa de Mulheres Juristas (Portugal) 

Asemblea Abolicionista de Madrid (Spain) 

Asociacion de Mujeres Juristas Themis (Spain) 

Associação Contra o Femicídio (Portugal) 

Association for Nonviolent Communication (Slovenia) 

Associação Mulher Séc. XXI (Portugal) 

Associação Mulheres Sem Fronteiras (Portugal) 

Associação O Ninho (Portugal) 

Associação Ser Mulher (Portugal) 

Association Perla (Switzerland)  

BASN - Business as Nature (Portugal) 



Center Against Human Trafficking and Exploitation (Latvia) 
 
CAP International (Coalition for the Abolition of Prostitution) (Europe/Internationall) 
 
CQFD Lesbiennes féministes (France) 
 
Coletiva Maria Felipa (Portugal) 
 
Comision para la Investigacion de malos tratos a mujeres (Spain) 
 
Cyprus Women’s Lobby (Cyprus) 
 
Dignidade (Portugal) 
 
Du Coté des Femmes (France) 
 
Ehuleak-CIMTM Navarra (Spain) 
 
EOS – Associação de Estudos, Cooperação e Desenvolvimento (Portugal) 
 
European Freedom Network (Europe) 
 
European Network of Migrant Women (ENoMW) (Europe) 
 
Estonia Women’s Associations Roundtable (Estonia) 

Equipa Ergue-te (Portugal) 

Fédération nationale solidarité femmes (France) 
 
Femmes Monde (France) 
 
Feminist Observatory of VAW ( Belgium) 
 
For Women Scotland (UK) 
 
Forum Femmes Méditerranée (France) 
 
Footprint for Freedom (Netherlands) 
 
Fredrika Bremer Association (Sweden) 

French coordination for the European Women's lobby (La CLEF) (France)  

Fundação Cuidar o Futuro (Portugal) 

Fundação Madre Sacramento (Portugal) 

Geração Abolição Portugal (Portugal) 



Greek League for Women's Rights (Greece) 

Herzwerk (Austria) 

Hungarian Women’s Lobby (Hungary) 
 
ICASM International Coalition for the Abolition of surrogate Motherhood (Europe/International) 
 
Immigrant Council of Ireland (Ireland) 
 
Initiative Karlsruhe gegen Sexkauf (Germany) 
 
Irish Women’s Lobby (Ireland)  

Iroko Charity (UK) 

Iroko Onlus (Italy) 
 
Italian Coordination for the European Women’s Lobby (Italy) 
 
Karlsruher Appell für eine Gesellschaft ohne Prostitution (Germany) 
 
KAVOD A holistic approach to helping victims of sexual exploitation (Austria) 
 
Klaipeda Social and Psychological Support Centre (Lithuania) 
 
KvinnorKan (Sweden) 
 
Kvinnors Rätt (Sweden) 
 
Kvinneaktivistene (Norway) 
 
La Fate Onlus (Italy) 

Lar Jorbalan (Portugal) 

L’Amazone (France) 
 
L'Amicale du Nid (France) 
 
L’Assemblée des Femmes (France)  
 
L’Association des femmes de l Europe Méridionale (AFEM) (France) 
 
La Voix des Femmes (Belgium) 
 
Le Conseil d es Femmes Francophones de Belgique (Belgium) 
 
Le Monde selon les femmes (Belgium) 
 



Le Mouvement du Nid (France)  
 
Libres Mariannes (France) 

Liga Feminista do Porto (Portugal) 

Ligue du Droit International des Femmes (France) 
 
Lithuanian Women’s Lobby Organization (Lithuania) 
 
Lobby Europeo de Mujeres en España- LEM España (Spain)  

MA - Mulheres na Arquitectura (Portugal) 

MDM – Movimento Democrático de Mulheres (Portugal) 

Meditteranean Institute of Gender Studies (Cyprus) 

Mén Non – Associação das Mulheres de São Tomé e Príncipe em Portugal (Portugal) 

MONIKA Multicultural Association Finland (Finland)  

National Board of Catholic Women (UK) 
 
Netzwerk Ella (Germany) 
 
Nia (UK) 
 
Object Now! (UK) 
 
Olympe de Gouges Women's Group (Poland) 
 
Organization of women of municipality of Sveti Nikole (R.N.Macedonia) 
 
Osez le féminisme ! (France) 
 
Paramédicos de Catástrofe Internacional (Portugal) 

Plataforma Abolicionista de Badajoz (Spain) 

Plataforma catalana de suport al lobby europeu de dones (Spain) 

Por La Senda Violeta (Spain) 

Portuguese Platform for Women’s Rights (Portugal)  
 
QI – Questão de Igualdade (Portugal) 
 
RadicalGirlsss - Young Women’s Movement of ENoMW (Europe) 
 
Realstars (Sweden) 
 



REDE – Rede de Jovens para a Igualdade (Portugal) 
 
Regards de Femmes (France) 
 
Réseau Féministe “Ruptures" (France) 
 
Resistenza Femminista (Italy) 
 
ReSisters (UK) 
 
Roks, the National Organisation for Women's Shelters and Young Women's Shelters in Sweden 
(Sweden) 
 
Romanian Women’s Lobby (Romania) 

SEIES - Sociedade de Estudos e Intervenção em Engenharia Social, Crl (Portugal) 

SERP - the Sexual Exploitation Research Programme at University College Dublin (Ireland) 

Sexual Violence Centre Cork (Ireland) 

SISTERS - für den Ausstieg aus der Prostitution! e.V. (Germany) 
 
Socialist Women’s Movement (Cyprus)  
 
Society Kljuc – centre for fight against trafficking in human beings (Slovenia)  

Solidarias e Violetas (Spain) 

SOLWODI Deutschland e.V. (Germany) 

Soroptimista international Clube Lisboa Fundador (Portugal) 

Soroptimista International Clube de Évora (Portugal)  

SPACE International (Europe/International) 
 
STOPP SEXKAUF – Österreich (Austria) 
 
Swedish Women’s Lobby (Sweden) 
 
Swedish Women of the Left (Sweden) 
 
Terre des Femmes (Germany) 
 
The Fondation Scelles (France) 
 
The Judith Trust (UK) 
 
The Malta Women's Lobby (Malta) 
 



The Vrouwenraad (Belgium) 
 
Trauma and Prostitution (Germany) 
 
Unizon (Sweden) 
 
Vapauta Uhri ry (Finland) 
 
Verein Feministischer Diskurs (Austria) 
 
Vivent les femmes (France) 
 
WOCAD (Sweden) 
 
Women’s Voices Matter (UK) 
 
Women’s Network of Croatia (Croatia)  
 
Women’s NGOs Cooperation Network of Latvia (Latvia) 
 
Women's Lobby of Slovenia (Slovenia) 
 
Women@thewell (UK) 
 
Women's Baltic Peace Building Initiative (Sweden) 
 
Women Worldwide Advancing Freedom & Equality (WWAFE) (Europe/International) 
 
Women’s Front of Norway/Kvinnefronten (Norway) 
 
Women’s Fund for Scotland (UK) 
 
Women’s Human Rights Campai gn (WHRC) (Europe/International)  

XX Network (UK) 

 
 
Supporting Signatories  
____________________ 
 
Coalition against Trafficking in Women (CATW) (Global) 
 
Coalition Against Trafficking in Women Australia (CATWA) 
 
Breaking Free (USA) 
 
Prostitution Research & Education (USA) 
 



Survivors for Solutions (USA) 
 
Democracy Development Center, (Ukraine) 
 
Feminism UA, Lutsk, (Ukraine) 

NGO Mulheres da Luz (Brasil) 

NGO Corporación Mujer, Denuncia y Muévete (Colombia) 

Espacio Violeta (Colombia) 

Pibas por la Abolición (Argentina) 

Radar Feminista (Argentina) 

WHRC Brasil - Women´s Human Rights Declaration (Brasil) 

QG Feminista (Brasil) 

Coletiva Feminista Matintas (Brasil) 

Garra Feminista (Brasil) 

Coletiva Perseguidas (Brasil) 

No Corpo Certo (Brasil) 

Coletiva Sangra (Brasil) 

Coletiva Raizes da Luta (Brasil) 

Coletiva Maré (Brasil) 

Coletiva Time (Brasil) 

FemiUnidas Paraguay (Paraguay) 

Oitava Feminista (Brasil) 

La Pandemia Feminista (Chile) 

Las Brujas del Marver (México) 

Mamã Catxina -  Associação de Mulheres de São Tomé e Príncipe (Sao Tome & Prince) 

Iroko Charity Naija (Nigeria) 

Association Women for the Contemporary Society, (R. Moldova) 

Religiosas Adoratrices (Colombia) 

Kafa (enough) Violence & Exploitation (Lebanon) 

 


